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DiA FOUNDER HONORED 


Winifred Sewell, Consultant to the National Health Planning Information Center since 1975 and former head of the 
Drug Literature Program at the National Library of Medicine, was awarded an honorary Doctor of Science degree 
during the recent 158th Commencement at the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and Science (PCPS), Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

The degree was conferred “in recognition of her achievements in library science and drug information and 
leadership in the development of drug information systems and services.” 

A native of Washington, Miss Sewell is a graduate of Washington State University and Columbia University, 
School of Library Science. She began her professional career as Assistant Librarian at the Wellcome Research 
Laboratories, then served as Senior Librarian at the Squibb Institute for Medical Research. In 1961 she joined the 
staff of the National Library of Medicine where she was instrumental in the development of MESH (Medical Subject 
Headings), a vital reference tool essential for manual and computerized research in Index Medicus. In addition to her 
consultantship to the National Health Planning Information Center, she is currently Adjunct Professor of Pharmacy 
and Adjunct Lecturer in Medical Literature and Librarianship at the University of Maryland. 

Miss Sewell initiated and edited Unlisted Drugs, and has served as President of the Special Libraries Association. 
She was one of the founders of the Drug Information Association, served as its president in 1970-1971, and has chaired 
several of its standing committees. She is a member of the editorial board of the Drug Information Journal, a position 
she has held for many years. 

In addition to her accomplishments as an educator, pharmaceutical librarian, and professional leader, she has 
authored more than forty papers. She received the Publications Award in the Science-Technology Division of the 
Special Libraries Association. She was the recipient of the Ida and George Eliot Award for the publication most 
effective in furthering medical librarianship, a book entitled Guide to Drug Information. 

The Drug Information Association congratulates one of its founding members on this richly deserved honor. 
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